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It is has for some time been contended that knowledge of 
Canada leads to greater citizen engagement and a greater 
sense of empowerment. For example much of the attention 
directed at improving knowledge of Canadian history over 
the past decade is related to the view that in the absence of 
such knowledge the capacity to make informed decisions 
about Canadian issues is undercut. Hence it is presumed 
that such knowledge will contribute to a greater ability to 
meaningfully participate in public life and benefit from a 
greater degree of what leading thinkers describe as social 
capital-possessing wider networks and having more 
institutional trust or confidence which are seen as keys to a 
healthy democracy.  
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� The hypothesis that knowledge of Canada implies 
greater public engagement, trust and social capital 
is rarely tested and therefore it is assumed that the 
relationship is self-evident. Hence much focus has 
been directed at our level of knowledge of things 
deemed basic to some when it comes to knowledge 
of Canada. The survey that follows was conducted
by the Carleton University Survey Centre for the 
Association for Canadian Studies between April and 
October 2006 
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� Those knowledgeable about Canada in 
general also self-evaluate their knowledge of 
politics as greater and have a wider network 
of contacts (social capital) and are 
approached more often to make use of them 



95541205Total

8.4%6.5%17.1%

83535Strongly disagree

13.7%35.5%48.3%

1319299Disagree

27.4%37.2%20.5%

2620142Neither agree nor disagree

43.2%17.9%11.2%

419723Agree

7.4%3.0%2.9%

7166
Strongly agreeQ11d: Most people 

better informed than I 
am

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable
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92541204Total

7.6%2.4%2.9%

7136Strongly disagree

27.2%14.0%4.4%

25769Disagree

44.6%29.4%5.4%

4115911Neither agree nor disagree

20.7%49.4%57.4%

19267117Agree

-4.8%29.9%

-2661
Strongly agreeQ11c: Good 

understanding 
political issues

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgea

ble
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97532200Total

8.2%16.2%13.0%

8862650 or more

25.8%24.1%24.5%

251284920-49

19.6%25.2%30.0%

191346010-19

22.7%22.6%17.5%

22120355-9

23.7%12.0%15.0%

236430
0-4 personsQ20: How many people 

contact

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable
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94508194

Total

4.3%1.4%3.6%

477Yes, a lot of people

11.7%13.8%13.9%

117027Yes, some people

38.3%43.1%44.3%

3621986Yes, few people

45.7%41.3%37.6%

4321073No, nobodyQ14b: People you 
could ask to influence

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable
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95530204Total

1.1%2.6%6.4%

11413Often

18.9%20.4%24.5%

1810850Occasionally

31.6%37.7%36.8%

3020075Seldom

48.4%38.7%31.9%

4620565
NeverQ14a: How often 

asked to 
influence

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable
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� Knowledge of Canada does correlate 
positively with self-reported rates of voter 
turnout

� It also correlates with greater trust in 
government both with respect to civil service 
and elected officials  



102546203

Total

24.5%14.5%7.4%

257915No

74.5%85.0%92.1%

76464187YesR: Vote last 
election: yes, no

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable
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95540205

Total

3.2%8.0%7.3%

34315Strongly disagree

26.3%29.1%22.9%

2515747Disagree

51.6%34.6%32.2%

4918766Neither agree nor disagree

16.8%26.5%33.2%

1614368Agree

2.1%1.7%4.4%

299Strongly agreeQ11f: Trust in 
civil servants
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83509199Total

8.4%6.5%6.0%

73312Almost all

28.9%22.8%19.1%

2411638Quite a lot

34.9%37.7%33.2%

2919266Some

22.9%29.3%36.7%

1914973A few

4.8%3.7%5.0%

41910Almost noneQ17: politicians involved in 
corruption

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable
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84480186Total

27.4%19.2%22.6%

239242eliminate discrimination 
and injustice

19.0%27.1%21.5%

1613040
care for and protect our 
heritage and 
environment

29.8%32.7%28.0%

2515752help others in the 
community

23.8%21.0%28.0%

2010152
vote in electionsMost important 

Citizenship 
responsiblity

not very 
knowledgeable

somewhat 
knowledgeable

very 
knowledgeable

����	�������������	��
��	���
��	
�	����	
��������	�������
�
�
�� �
	

�
�
!����
� ����	���	
��	����
��	������



���������	���	 ����������	

� Those with more knowledge about Canada 
more likely to think they are heard by 
government and more likely to think that 
average citizens are as well 



95542206Total

11.6%13.1%10.2%

117121Strongly disagree

42.1%40.4%35.9%

4021974Disagree

28.4%25.6%19.4%

2713940Neither agree nor 
disagree

14.7%17.3%28.6%

149459Agree

2.1%3.5%5.8%

21912

Strongly agreeQ11b: 
Average 
citizen: 
influence in 
politics

not very 
knowledgea

ble

somewhat 
knowledgeabl

e

very 
knowledgea

ble
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98541202Total

4.1%4.3%6.4%

42313Strongly disagree

14.3%23.1%27.7%

1412556Disagree

24.5%20.9%15.3%

2411331Neither agree nor disagree

35.7%34.9%33.2%

3518967Agree

21.4%16.8%17.3%

219135

Strongly agreeQ11a: People like me 
have no say 
about what gov. 
does

not very 
knowledg

eable

somewhat 
knowledgea

ble

very 
knowledg

eable
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