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Introduction and methodology 

As several global conflicts continue with no immediate end in sight, the Association for Canadian Studies and the 

Metropolis Institute commissioned the firm Leger Marketing to  survey Canadians and Americans on perceptions around 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and Israel’s war with Hamas with a focus on the extent to which the conflicts are being 

followed, whether people feel that they have a good understanding of them and whether or not in each case they are 

optimistic about the prospects for peace. 

We also look Canadian and American views of the United Nations. It finds that while most Canadians and Americans 

have a positive view of the UN,  most Canadians and Americans do not trust the UN. The survey reveals a steep drop 

over the past few months in the extent to which the conflicts are being followed by Canadians, little progress in the 

extent to which Canadians believe that they have a good understanding of the conflict and diminished optimism about 

peace prospects. 

The survey is part of a larger study of Canadians and Americans views around immigration, the expression of hate and 

prejudice, views of selected groups and/or, national identities, evolving patterns of ideological identification in the two 

countries and more. 

 The surveys were conducted for the Association for Canadian Studies and the Metropolis Institute by the firm Leger 

Marketing over the period February 23-26, 2024 with a sample of 1590 Canadians and 1005 Americans. A margin of 

error cannot be associated with a non-probability sample in a panel survey for comparison purposes. A probability 

sample of 1590 respondents would have a margin of error of ±2.5%, 19 times out of 20



Most Canadians and Americans say that they are not closely 
following the War between Israel and Hamas or between Russia 
and Ukraine with age and gender representing important divides 
in that regard 

Canada….I am closely following Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

….Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine 42% 51% 33% 24% 23% 30% 35% 49% 69%

…the war between Israel and Hamas 35% 43% 29% 23% 22% 29% 30% 40% 54%

United States….I am Closely following Total Male Female 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65 +

….Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine 40% 48% 31% 31% 34% 33% 41% 55%

…the war between Israel and Hamas 40% 46% 35% 36% 34% 32% 39% 56%



Over time, there has been a massive drop in the extent to 
which Canadians are following the war/conflict in Israel 
and Gaza and Russia and the Ukraine 

Canada….I am closely following the war 

between Israel and Hamas…February 2024 

I am closely following the events going on 

in Israel, more specifically in the Gaza 

Strip and West Bank, over the past week or 

so? 

October 2023

October 2023  Leger-ACS 63%

February 2024 Leger-ACS 35%

Canada….I am closely following Russia’s 

ongoing invasion of Ukraine 

Total

May 22 Ipsos 74%

February 2024 42% 



Canadian optimism around prospects for peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians has plummeted since the 
beginning of 2024 

I believe that lasting peace between Israelis and 

Palestinians can be reached in the future? Canada 

January (January 6-8, 2024) 

I am optimistic about the prospects 

for peace between Israelis and 

Palestinians 

Canada (February 23-26  2024) 

Yes 29% 11%

No 60% 70%

I don’t know 12% 19%



Americans are more optimistic than are Canadians about 
the prospects for peace between Israelis and Palestinians 
and between Russia and the Ukraine 

Canada Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

I am optimistic about the prospects for peace 

between Israelis and Palestinians 11% 14% 9% 24% 15% 11% 11% 8% 7%

I am optimistic about the prospects for peace 

between Russia and Ukraine - Among the 

following, please indicate whether each 

statement applies to you or not. 14% 16% 12% 24% 14% 19% 15% 7% 9%

United States Total Male Female 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65 +

I am optimistic about the prospects for peace 

between Israelis and Palestinians 24% 28% 21% 30% 38% 24% 18% 16%

I am optimistic about the prospects for peace 

between Russia and Ukraine - Among the 

following, please indicate whether each 

statement applies to you or not. 24% 29% 20% 35% 35% 26% 17% 12%



Canadians and Americans respectively feel that they have 
a better understanding of the conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine than between Israelis and Palestinians 

Canada Total 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

I have a good understanding of the conflict between 

Russia and Ukraine 52% 39% 40% 46% 51% 57% 67%

I have a good understanding of the conflict between 

Israelis and Palestinians - 45% 46% 35% 39% 42% 48% 56%

United States Total 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65 +

I have a good understanding of the conflict between 

Russia and Ukraine 

50% 46% 44% 44% 56% 56%

I have a good understanding of the conflict between 

Israelis and Palestinians 47% 42% 46% 38% 52% 52%



After nearly six months of the War Canadians do not feel 
their understanding of the conflict has improved 

I have a good understanding of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians - 

October 13-15, 2023 49%

February 23-26, 2024 45%



Those Canadians that are closely following  the war between 
Israel and Hamas are not much more optimistic about prospects 
for peace than are those who are not closely following the 
conflict 

I am optimistic about the prospects for 

peace between Israelis and 

Palestinians – 

Canada 

I am closely following the War between Israel and Hamas - Among the following, 

please indicate whether each statement applies to you or not.

Yes No
Yes 15.1% 10.1%

No 77.9% 71.3%

I don’t know / I prefer not to answer 6.9% 18.6%

Total 100.0% 100.0%



I am optimistic about the prospects for peace between Israelis 
and Palestinians 

I am optimistic about am optimistic 

about the prospects for peace 

between Israelis and Palestinians

I have a good understanding of the conflict between Israelis and 

Palestinians - Among the following, please indicate whether each 

statement applies to you or not.

Yes No
Yes 14.6% 9.0%

No 78.0% 71.5%

I don’t know / I prefer not to answer 7.4% 19.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0%



Canadian and American Perceptions 
of the United Nations 



The Majority of Americans and Canadians have a positive view 
of the United Nations but are less inclined to trust the institution 
with under one-third of Americans saying they trust the UN 

United Nations Canada United States 

Net Positive Opinion of….

58% 54%

I trust the… 38% 30%



Amongst Canadians, trust in the UN generates only slightly 
more optimism about the prospects for peace between the 
Ukraine and Russia and Israelis and Palestinians 

I am optimistic about the 

prospects for peace between 

Russia and Ukraine 

Canada 

I trust the United Nations

Yes No
Yes 19.5% 9.5%

No 72.2% 79.6%

I don’t know / I prefer not to 

answer

8.3% 10.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

I am optimistic about the 

prospects for peace between  

Israeli s and Palestinians 

I trust the United 

Nations

Yes No
Yes 16.4% 9.5%

No 72.4% 81.9%

I don’t know / I prefer not to 

answer

11.2% 8.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0%
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